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The President of the United States is required to release the Administration’s budget request for the 
next federal fiscal year on the first Monday in February of each year.  In keeping with this statutory 
requirement, the Bush Administration released its Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 budget request on 
February 5, 2007.  The $2.9 trillion budget proposes to cut funding drastically for the Perkins Act, 
along with a number of other education programs, to fund additional increases in No Child Left 
Behind targeted to high schools, as well as new voucher programs. 
 
The budget request proposes to fund the Perkins Basic State Grant program at only $600 million, 
approximately half of its current amount.  Also, under the proposal, funds for the Tech Prep 
program are completely eliminated.  To see how much your state is estimated to lose, review this 
chart, provided by ACTE.  (ACTE site: 
http://www.acteonline.org/policy/legislative_issues/funding_08.cfm) 
 
The $56.0 billion Department of Education budget would eliminate or consolidate a total of 45 
programs (including programs such as smaller learning communities and counseling), and would 
cut education funding overall by $1.5 billion from the estimated FY 2007 levels. 
 
Background:  The Bush Administration called for 25 percent cuts to the Perkins Act in FY 2004 
and FY 2005, and proposed to completely eliminate Perkins funding in FY 2006 and FY 2007.  
While Congress wisely rejected these proposals in the past, the program has not seen a substantial 
increase in funding since FY 2002, and the President’s new proposed cuts, if enacted by Congress, 
would cause detrimental harm to the newly reauthorized program. 
 
Please keep in mind that the President of the United States recommends a budget to the United 
States Congress.  It is the Congress that decides the bulk of the federal budget.  We know that fiscal 
discipline will be paramount in the FY 2008 budget and appropriations process.  It is critical that 
agricultural education advocates, and all CTE advocates, communicate clearly to Members of 
Congress the importance of Perkins program.  Increases in appropriations for Perkins programs 
would be excellent.  Level funding for Perkins programs would be just acceptable.  Cuts in Perkins 
program appropriations would devastate agricultural education programs, and all CTE programs. 
 
Action Needed:  Contact your members of Congress in the United States House of Representatives 
and the United States Senate by phone, fax, or e-mail.  (Regular mail is not a good way to 
communicate with members of Congress.) 
 
Let Members of Congress know that while you support increased emphasis on high school 
improvement and economic competitiveness, it should not occur at the expense of other programs, 
such as the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act, which are already successfully 
improving high schools and preparing students for the 21st century economy. 



 
Explain that agricultural education is a part of our nation’s career and technical education system.  
When career and technical education programs, such as Perkins programs, are cut, agricultural 
education programs are cut.  A cut in Perkins program funding means a cut in agricultural 
education program funding. 
 
Ask Congress to oppose the President’s proposal to cut Perkins funds and education funding 
overall, and instead to increase Perkins funds to meet the critical education needs of the 21st 
century economy, and to adequately fund the initiatives in the newly reauthorized program.  (The 
Perkins act was reauthorized in the last session of Congress – the second session of the 109th 
Congress – and signed into law (Public Law No: 109-270) by the President on August 12, 2006.) 
 
Explain that Perkins funds are used for important education and job training programs in a variety 
of settings, including community and technical colleges. Cutting Perkins funding and funneling it 
toward a general high school program not only hurts existing high school CTE programs, but 
would harm these postsecondary programs as well. 
 
Explain how Perkins programs are working well in your community, and that agricultural 
education and CTE make positive investments in America’s future by providing relevant learning 
experiences for students, effective and proven links to skills-building and enhanced academic 
opportunities and improved employment outcomes; that it reduces dropout rates; and that 
employers in your local area continue to need well-educated workers with good skills to compete in 
the 21st century economy. 
 
Be sure to add personal comments in your communications with members of Congress.  It is very 
important the members of Congress understand the good things that are accomplished with Perkins 
funds in their states and Congressional districts. 
 
NAAE Legislative Action Center:  You may use the NAAE Legislative Action Center 
(http://capwiz.com/naae/issues/) to send messages to Congress now. 
 


