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Keya Paha County Schools Agriculture Department Selected for Grant From 
National Association of Agricultural Educators and International Greenhouse 

Company 
 

The agricultural education program at Keya Paha County Schools has been selected to receive an NAAE 
Greenhouse Construction/Improvement Grant, sponsored by International Greenhouse Company as a 
special project of the National FFA Foundation. 
  
Two $2,000 grants were awarded to agriculture programs whose teachers are NAAE members and who 
were able to demonstrate the need and willingness to either construct a new greenhouse or improve their 
existing greenhouse as part of their agricultural education program.  
 
The agricultural education program at Keya Paha is in its first year, and teacher Russell Stoker sought the 
grant to help offset the cost of building a new greenhouse. The facility will be used to extend plant 
science instruction for students enrolled in the agriculture program.  
 
“The greenhouse would provide an opportunity for students to develop skills in management, leadership 
and customer relations that are critical for a business owner,” wrote Stoker in his grant application. “I see 
this greenhouse as a means to building the entire community by providing produce, but also by building 
students’ knowledge and experience level to the point where they can see potential for career success in 
this area.” 
 
Plans are to have the greenhouse constructed and ready to use in time for use next school year. 
 
NAAE is the professional organization in the United States for agricultural educators.  It provides its’ 
nearly 8,000 members with professional networking and development opportunities, professional liability 
coverage, and extensive awards and recognition programs. The mission of NAAE is “professionals 
providing agricultural education for the global community through visionary leadership, advocacy and 
service.”  The NAAE headquarters are in Lexington, Kentucky.    
 
The National FFA Foundation builds partnerships with industry, education, government, other 
foundations and individuals to secure financial resources that recognize FFA member achievements, 
develop student leaders and support the future of agricultural education. Governed by a 19-member board 
of trustees comprised of educators, business leaders, individual donors and FFA alumni, the foundation is 
a separately-registered nonprofit organization. About 82 percent of every dollar received by the 
foundation supports FFA members and agricultural education opportunities. For more, visit 
FFA.org/Give. 
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