
 
 

Minutes 
NAAE Board of Directors Meeting 

July 29, 2025 
 

The NAAE Board of Directors conducted a board of directors meeting virtually on July 29, 2025.  
Board members in attendance included: Bill Newsom (TN), President; Cameron Dale (OK), 
President-Elect; Kyle Stapleton (ID), Region I Vice President; Lauren Emerson (LA), Region II Vice 
President; Paul Aarsvold (MN), Region III Vice President; John Hammond (KY), Region IV Vice 
President; Nelson McCracken (GA), Region V Vice President; Aaron Geiman (MD), Region VI Vice 
President; and Alissa Smith (KY), NAAE Chief Executive Officer.  
 
The minutes of the meeting are as follows: 

1. Call to Order –President Bill Newsom called the board meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. on 
Tuesday, July 29, 2025.  
 

2. Approve Meeting Agenda – Paul Aarsvold moved, Lauren Emerson seconded, to 
approve the meeting agenda with flexibility.  Motion carried.  

 
3. Approve Board Meeting Minutes – Eric Tilleman moved, Kyle Stapleton seconded, to 

approve the minutes of the May 21, 2025, NAAE Board of Directors meeting. Motion 
carried.  

 
4. NAAE Membership Report – Alissa Smith provided an end of the 2024-2025 

membership report. Alissa reported that for the 2024-2025 membership year, NAAE was 
at the highest membership on record of the organization at 10, 350 members. Alissa also 
reported we had a 3.79% increase in active membership and a 2.37% in student 
membership with an overall increase in members of 5.74%. Alissa shared the 2024-2025 
membership will determine the delegates for the 2025 NAAE Convention and that report 
will be provided at the September meeting and approved by the NAAE Board of Directors.  

 
5. CEO Update – Alissa Smith provided a report on the staff and the most recent state 

professional development institutes and summer activities.  
 

6. NAAE Awards Approval – Kyle Stapleton moved, Eric Tilleman seconded, to approve the 
2025 NAAE Membership Excellence Awards and Impact Award report.  Motion carried. 
Kyle Stapleton moved, Lauren Emerson seconded, to approve the top 20 scholarship 
scores with the tie breaker to be awarded the 2025 NAAE Student Teacher Scholarship. 
Motion carried. 

 
7. NAAE Financial Report – Alissa Smith reported on the montly financials as of May 31, 

2025 as well as the Ag Ed Relief Fund account and payments from the National FFA 
Foundation.   

 



 
8. NAAE Dues Increase Proposal – John Hammond updated the Board on the work of the 

NAAE Financial Review committee. The Regional Vice Presidents shared information they 
gleaned from the dues increase discussions at their regional meetings. John shared that 
the NAAE Financial Review committee felt very comfortable with at the minimum of $25 
but will meet on August 6th to discuss. The NAAE Board agreed that a survey to the 
membership would be beneficial to determine if the membership would want or feel need 
for a $55 increase that would include $1 million dollars in professional liability and Job 
Protection benefits. They will review the feedback at the September Board meeting and 
make a decision.  

 
9. NAAE Committee Update – Alissa Smith reminded the Regional Vice Presidents about 

upcoming meetings and getting their agendas outlined as well as sending out committee 
reminders to ensure we have quorum.   

 
10. Old/New Business – Paul Aarsvold provided a report from the National FFA Board of 

Directors meeting this summer.  
 

11. Adjournment – With no further business to be transacted at this time, Paul Aarsvold 
moved, Lauren Emerson seconded, to adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 
11:45 a.m. Eastern time. 

 


