NATIONAL TEACH AG DAY
September 21, 2017
Teach Ag Day Ideas
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Play Teach Ag games in class.
Put up a Teach Ag booth on campus.
Encouage students to create a lesson
and teach it in class.
Write a thank-you letter to an ag
teacher.
Submit an ag teacher recognition
editorial to your local paper.
Use social media to talk positively
about ag teachers.
Coordinate a letter writing campaign
to policy makers, sharing positive ag
teacher stories.

Teach Ag Day Resources
@ naae.org/teachag
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lesson plans
Interactive Games
Teach Ag Video
Promotional Materials
Sign up for the National Teach Ag
Campaign
Find a university that offers an ag ed
degree
Nominate a future ag teacher

Contact:

Ellen Thompson
Project Director
ethompson.naae@uky.edu
605-350-3842
Andrea Fristoe
Program and Communications Assistant
afristoe.naae@uky.edu
800-509-0204
Victoria Hamilton
Marketing Assistant
vhamilton.naae@uky.edu
800-509-0204

What is National Teach Ag Day?

National Teach Ag Day is designed to encourage others to teach school based
agriculture and recognize the important role that agriculture teachers play in
our schools and communities.

Who is it For?

National Teach Ag Day is for anyone who wants to celebrate school-based
agricultural education, share the story of agricultural education’s importance
and effectiveness in the United States, and encourage students to consider
careers as agricultural educators. Anyone who wants to participate can find a
variety of resources to help them talk about agricultural education at
www.naae.org/teachag.

What Happens on National Teach Ag Day?

Agricultural educators and agricultural education advocates will engage in
a variety of activities to celebrate and promote the career of agricultural
education. These activities may include capitol rallies, special lessons,
community activities, and more. The Teach Ag website is a clearinghouse of
resources to help teachers and advocates, and free resources found there
include a video, suggested teaching activities, games, and giveaway items.

Participate in the Live Virtual Celebration

Join us for a two-hour live webcast hosted by the Chicago High School for
Agricultural Sciences (CHAS), in Chicago, IL, starting at 1pm EDT. The live
webcast will feature special appearances by leaders in agricultural education,
current and future agriculture teachers, as well as highlights of the agriculture
program at CHAS. Participants in the Future Agriscience Teacher Symposium
will also be in attendance for the live webcast. Teachers and students across the
nation will also have the opportunity to chime in through social media to share
their celebrations with us. To join the webcast, log on to naae.org/teachag on
September 21st.

Who is Responsible for National Teach Ag Day?

National Teach Ag Day is a part of the National Teach Ag Campaign, an
initiative of the National Council for Agricultural Education, led by the National
Association of Agricultural Educators and sponsored by the CHS Foundation,
DuPont Pioneer, Growth Energy and BASF as a special project of the National
FFA Foundation.

National Teach Ag Campaign
300 Garrigus, Lexington, KY 40546-0215
859-257-2224 | www.naae.org/teachag

NEWS RELEASE
For more information:
Ellen Thompson
Project Director, National Teach Ag Campaign
ethompson.naae@uky.edu
Phone: (605) 350-3842

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NATIONAL TEACH AG DAY CELEBRATES THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND IMPACT OF AGRICULTURE TEACHERS
Every September, the National Teach Ag Campaign celebrates the profound impact agriculture teachers across the
nation make in their schools and communities on National Teach Ag Day. With more than 12,000 agriculture teachers
serving over 8,000 programs, it is imperative that we thank our agriculture teachers for all that they do each and every
day. Agriculture teachers are key to developing essential life skills in our students, so that they will be successful
problem solvers, leaders, entrepreneurs and agriculturalists.
National Teach Ag Day also serves as a venue to address the current, nationwide agriculture teacher demand by
encouraging others to pursue a career in agricultural education. School districts and communities across the country
value the integrated agricultural education delivery model that combines classroom and lab instruction, leadership
development through FFA, and experiential learning. Every year, more than 100 new programs open that need qualified
and dedicated agriculture teachers; this in addition to the need to fill hundreds of positions vacated by retirees and
current teachers who go on to other opportunities.
Being an agriculture teacher is a life-changing career choice,” said Ellen Thompson, National Teach Ag Campaign Project
Director. “Every day agriculture teachers have the opportunity to make a difference, reach the unreachable, mentor and
inspire young people. I can’t think of anything more satisfying or deserving of a national day to celebrate.”
The eighth annual National Teach Ag Day celebration will take place on Thursday, September 21st, 2017. The National
Teach Ag Campaign will host its live webcast at the Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences (CHAS) in Chicago,
Illinois. Join us from 1:00-3:00pm EDT as we celebrate the positive contributions agriculture teachers make in and out of
their classrooms and encourage others to consider a career in teaching agriculture. The webcast will feature special
appearances by leaders in agricultural education, current and future agriculture teachers, as well as highlights of the
agriculture program at CHAS. Participants in the Future Agriscience Teacher Symposium will also be in attendance.

National Teach Ag Campaign
300 Garrigus, Lexington, KY 40546-0215
859-257-2224 | www.naae.org/teachag

In addition to viewing the live webcast, the National Teach Ag Campaign would like to invite everyone to host their own
celebration to honor all of the achievements of agriculture teachers across the nation and share it on social media using
the hashtag #Tagged17.
To log on to the live webcast, or for resources to help you plan your local Teach Ag Day celebration, visit
naae.org/teachag.
National Teach Ag Day is a part of the National Teach Ag Campaign, an initiative of the National Council for Agricultural
Education, led by the National Association of Agricultural Educators and sponsored by the CHS Foundation, DuPont
Pioneer, Growth Energy and BASF as a special project of the National FFA Foundation. For more about National Teach Ag
Day and the National Teach Ag campaign, visit naae.org/teachag.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHICAGO HIGH SCHOOL FOR AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES TO HOST EIGHTH ANNUAL NATIONAL TEACH AG DAY LIVE
CELEBRATION
Lexington, KY – The National Teach Ag Campaign will go live on Thursday, September 21, 2017 from the Chicago High
School for Agricultural Sciences (CHAS), in Chicago, Ill., for its National Teach Ag Day celebration. The webcast will
stream live from 1‐3pm EDT and will feature special appearances by leaders in agricultural education, current and future
agriculture teachers, as well as highlights of the agriculture program at CHAS.
National Teach Ag Day is a nationwide celebration that encourages others to consider a career teaching agriculture while
recognizing the contributions that agriculture teachers make in our schools and communities. Agriculture teachers are
key to developing essential life skills in students so that they will be successful problem solvers, leaders, entrepreneurs
and agriculturalists.
“This year’s National Teach Ag Day live celebration will be a unique opportunity to showcase the transformative
agricultural education model,” said Ellen Thompson, National Teach Ag Campaign Project Director. “We will be
streaming live from an urban public school, where we can interact directly with students who are currently enrolled in
agriculture classes and their incredible teachers.”
The National Teach Ag Campaign would like to invite and encourage everyone who is or has been impacted by
agricultural education to join in the National Teach Ag Day celebration. Whether by joining the live webcast or hosting a
celebration on your own, it is important to recognize the profound impact agriculture teachers make in their schools and
communities.
To log on to the live webcast, or for resources to help you plan your local Teach Ag Day celebration, visit
naae.org/teachag.
About Teach Ag
National Teach Ag Day is a part of the National Teach Ag Campaign, an effort to raise awareness of the need to recruit
and retain high‐quality and diverse agriculture teachers, encourage others to consider a career teaching agriculture, and
celebrate the positive contributions that agriculture teachers make in their schools and communities. The campaign is

an initiative of the National Council for Agricultural Education, led by the National Association of Agricultural Educators
and sponsored by the CHS Foundation, DuPont Pioneer, Growth Energy and BASF as a special project of the National FFA
Foundation. For more about National Teach Ag Day and the National Teach Ag campaign, visit naae.org/teachag.
About the Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences
CHAS opened its doors in September of 1985 as a means to address concerns about the future of agricultural education
and the agriculture industry. The only one of its kind in the Midwest, CHAS provides agricultural education to urban
students who are talented in science and mathematics. CHAS currently serves as a model for schools of its kind in cities
all across the United States for innovative curriculum, dropout prevention, and exceptional student motivation.
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National Teach Ag
Campaign Contacts:
Ms. Ellen Thompson
Project Director
ethompson.naae@uky.edu
605-350-3842
Ms. Andrea Fristoe
Program and
Communciations Assistant
afristoe.naae@uky.edu
800-509-0204
Ms. Victoria Hamilton
Marketing Assistant
vhamilton.naae@uky.edu
800-509-0204

Follow Teach Ag
on Social Media

@teach_ag
#teachag
#tagged17

Interview Leads
Ms. Jamonica Marion — Illinois
Agriculture teacher at Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences and Chicago High School for
Agricultural Sciences graduate.
jjmarion@cps.edu
773-535-2513
Mr. Scott Stone — Missouri
Agriculture teacher at Centralia High School. Current National Association of Agricultural Educators
President.
Scott.Stone@catnet.gen.mo.us
573-881-3315
Ms. Elisa Russ — Iowa
Agricultural education major at Iowa State University. Current National Teach Ag Campaign Intern.
emruss@iastate.edu
563-920-0903
Mr. Tyler D’Angelo — Florida
Master in agricultural education student at the University of Florida. Current National Teach Ag
Ambassador.
tylerdan3@ufl.edu
386-785-7906
Dr. Allen Talbert — Indiana
Professor in Youth Development and Agricultural Education at Purdue University.
btalbert@purdue.edu
765-494-8433
Dr. Kristin Stair — Louisiana
Assistant Professor in Agricultural and Extension Education at Louisiana State University.
kstair@lsu.edu
225-578-6128
Mr. Reynold Gardner — Oregon
Agricultural Education State Staff Specialist at the Oregon Department of Education.
reynold.gardner@state.or.us
503-947-5615
Ms. Nancy Trivette — New Jersey
Agricultural Education Program Leader at the New Jersey Department of Agriculture.
nancy.trivette@ag.state.nj.us
609-775-8909
Ms. Tera Fair — Minnesota
Communications Specialist at CHS and CHS Foundation in Inver Grove Heights.
Tera.Fair@chsinc.com
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See back for captions and explanations for each picture.
For more information, contact Ellen Thompson, National Teach Ag Campaign Project Director
at ethompson.naae@uky.edu or 605-350-3842.

TEACH-AG-DAY-ANNOUNCEMENT

TEACH-AG-DAY-CURRENT-TEACHER-INSTRUCTION

TEACH-AG-DAY-FUTURE-AGRISCIENCE-TEACHER-SYMPOSIUM

ENHANCING-SCIENCE-IN-AGRICULTURE

EXPERIENTIAL-LEARNING

TECHNOLOGY-INTEGRATION

Teach Ag Photo Captions
TEACH-AG-DAY-ANNOUNCEMENT -- At the 2016 National Teach Ag live webcast, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
the announcement for the location of the 2017 National Teach Ag Day live celebration was made. The 2017
National Teach Ag Day webcast will stream live from the Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences (CHAS)
on Thursday, September 21, 2017. Representatives from CHAS were at the 2016 Teach Ag Day live webcast for
the announcement.
TEACH-AG-DAY-CURRENT-TEACHER-INSTRUCTION -- As part of the National Teach Ag Day celebration,
preservice agriculture teachers from across the nation are selected to participate in the Future Agriscience
Teacher (FAST) Symposium. As part of the symposium, the preservice teachers are provided with multiple
professional development and networking opportunities that they will be able to implement in their future
careers.
TEACH-AG-DAY-FUTURE-AGRISCIENCE-TEACHER-SYMPOSIUM -- During the Future Agriscience Teacher (FAST)
Symposium, the selected preservice teachers engage with current agriculture teachers involved in the National
Agriscience Teacher Ambassador Academy for professional development that involve enhancing the science in
their agricultural curriculum and using inquiry-based classroom instruction.
ENHANCING-SCIENCE-IN-AGRICULTURE -- Agriculture teachers have the unique opportunity to apply core
content standards in real-world settings. Students enrolled in agriculture classes perform many different kinds
of science experiments to solve problems and apply their solutions to real-world settings and scenarios.
EXPERIENTIAL-LEARNING -- As part of the three-circle model of instruction, experiential learning is a key
opportunity for agriculture teachers to provide their students with higher-level instruction. Students are
able to apply what they learn in the classroom to various scenarios -- their afterschool jobs, a school beehive
operation, the agriculture program’s greenhouse or farm, and so many other opportunities. Oftentimes,
experiential learning is referred to as a student’s Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE).
TECHNOLOGY-INTEGRATION -- Agriculture teachers use technology in their classrooms to enhance their
instruction. The current generation of students is highly-engaged in technology and the various tools and
resources it has to offer, so it is important to appeal to their needs and interests in the classroom in order
to stay relevant and provide them with the best classroom instruction available. Technology allows students
to quickly find research, keep track of data, and strengthen their understanding of the global impact of
agriculture.
For more information, contact Ellen Thompson, National Teach Ag Campaign Project Director at
ethompson.naae@uky.edu or 605-350-3842.
The National Teach Ag Campaign is an initiative of the National Council for Agricultural Education, led by
the National Association of Agricultural Educators. The campaign is funded by the CHS Foundation, DuPont
Pioneer, Growth Energy, and BASF as a special project of the National FFA Foundation.

